SUMMER 2019 AT COLLEGE OF THE ATLANTIC
Sponsored by The Champlain Society

All Coffee & Conversation events will be held
in the Deering Common Commnity Center on
COA’s south campus.

Thursday, July 25 at 5 pm

Saturday, May 25 at 2 pm

Filmmaker Olympia Stone will screen her
new documentary about the photorealist
painter Richard Estes. The film gives viewers
unprecedented insight into this pioneering
genius and a rich introduction to his
masterpieces of perspective, design and scale.

Center for Human Ecology
Groundbreaking
THOMAS S. GATES, JR COMMUNITY
CENTER

Film Screening: Richard Estes
THOMAS S. GATES, JR COMMUNITY
CENTER

Saturday, June 8 at 2 pm

College of the Atlantic’s Commencement

SKYLANDS, SEAL HARBOR

Tuesday, July 30 at 11 am

DEEP COVE, MOUNT DESERT

Painter Robert Shetterly will discuss his
portraits and narratives, hanging in the
Blum from July 2–August 31, which highlight
citizens who courageously address issues of
social, environmental, and economic fairness.
Shetterly will speak with Bonnie Tai, director
of COA’s Educational Studies Program.

The Champlain Society Reception will be
hosted by Melissa and Reeve Waud at their
home, Deep Cove. This is the kickoff event
for the 2019 Champlain Institute. Formal
invitations will be sent to current members
for this special gathering.

The President’s Circle Dinner
Darron Collins invites current members of
the President’s Circle to an unforgettable
evening at Martha Stewart’s historic summer
home, Skylands. Invitations will be sent for this
special dinner.

Tuesday, July 16 at 9 am

Coffee & Conversation: Dawson’s Fall
Author Roxana Robinson will discuss her
latest work, Dawson’s Fall, a novel based on the
lives of her great-grandparents set in 1889,
in Charleston, South Carolina. Robinson and
Karen Waldron, COA’s Lisa Stewart Chair in
Literature and Women’s Studies, will discuss
the process of weaving family journal entries
and letters into fiction.

THE CHAMPLAIN INSTITUTE
ART: DISSENT AND DIPLOMACY
Saturday, July 27–Friday, August 2, 2019
All Institute events will be held in the the Champlain Institute
tent at the Kathryn W. Davis Center for International &
Regional Studies on COA’s south campus.

Monday, July 29 at 5 pm
Tuesday, July 23 at 9 am

Coffee and Conversation: Material
Cultural Heritage
Casey Mallinckrodt, assistant object
conservator at the Virginia Museum of Fine
Arts, will discuss how art conservators play a
role in issues of ownership, repatriation, and
“secret” information. Mallinckrodt will be in
conversation with Catherine Clinger, COA’s
Allan Stone Chair in the Visual Arts.

Cultural Diplomacy and Soft
Power through the Arts

*Sunday, July 28 6 pm

The Champlain Society Reception

COA celebrates the class of 2019 with speaker
Koko Kondo, internationally-recognized
peace advocate and prominent atomic bomb
survivor.

Coffee & Conversation: Americans
Who Tell the Truth

Tuesday, July 30 at 9:30 am

Catherine Brown Collins, director of Film,
TV and Digital Media Programs at the US
Department of State, and Ted Widmer,
distinguished visiting scholar and director
of the Humanities Lab at Macaulay Honors
College, CUNY, will discuss the State
Department’s cultural diplomacy efforts.
Collins will show clips of various projects—
art installations, poets, musicians—that
the State Department has brought to the US
from abroad and of US artists sent to other
countries in the name of cultural diplomacy.

*Saturday, July 27 from 5:30 - 7:30 pm

NORTH LAWN, COA CAMPUS

Tuesday, July 9 at 9 am

politics of today? Painter and writer Julian
Bell, grand-nephew of Virginia Woolf and
grandson of Vanessa and Clive Bell, will
discuss the Group’s influence with Frances
Stead Sellers, senior editor at The Washington
Post.

Bloomsbury: Private Consciousness
and Social Conscience
Art and dissent went hand in hand among
the Bloomsbury Group. Advocates of a shift
in moral assumptions, the Group’s members
were above all dedicated to the creative arts
and to the importance of individuality. Was
Bloomsbury’s influence a phenomenon that
belonged to a wholly different historical
era, or does it have relevance for the art and

Making Movies That Matter:
Documentaries, Virtual Reality and
Stories From the Edge
Bryn Mooser is a twice Oscar-nominated
and Emmy-winning filmmaker and
humanitarian. Mooser will discuss how his
time in the Peace Corps in West Africa and
working with Artists for Peace and Justice in
Haiti led him to found a studio that produces
immersive films focusing on bringing viewers
into some of the most pressing humanitarian
tragedies of our time—the Ebola crisis, the
2015 earthquake in Nepal, and poverty in
Haiti. Mooser’s films link content to action,
and he will illustrate how digital storytelling
can bring us closer together.

Tuesday, July 30 at 5 pm

Who Gets to Tell the Story?
Do artists have the right to tell a story of
a class, gender, or race not their own? Or
are artists not to “dip their pens into other
peoples’ blood?” Imbolo Mbue and Christina
Baker Kline, both best-selling novelists, will
discuss how adopting different viewpoints
takes particular care and sensitivity to avoid
falling into the trap of cultural appropriation.

Wednesday, July 31 at 9:30 am

Can Islamic Art Change Minds?
In 2011, fifteen galleries of art from the
Arab Lands, Turkey, Iran, Central Asia, and
Later South Asia opened at the Metropolitan
Museum of Art. The galleries offer an
opportunity to present a counter-argument
to prevailing negative Western views of the
religion of Islam and the people who practice
it. Sheila Canby, former Patti Cadby Birch
Curator in Charge of the Department of
Islamic Art at the Metropolitan Museum of
Art and Catherine Clinger, COA’s Allan Stone
Chair in the Visual Arts, will discuss how
the beauty and variety of the works on view
provide different narratives that can disarm
narrow-minded perceptions and demonstrate
the cultural achievements of artists from
Spain to India from the 7th century to the
present.

Wednesday, July 31 at 11 am

Dissent and Diplomacy at
the Dinner Table

Sam Sifton, food editor of The New York Times,
along with Catherine Brown Collins, director
of Film, TV and Digital Media Programs at
the US Department of State, will explore the
role food plays in “smart power” diplomacy.
In addition to programs such as the American
Chef Corps, both dissent and diplomacy are
important elements of any good dinner table
conversation, any smart restaurant menu, and
any discussion that takes place in the presence
of food and drink.

Thursday, August 1 at 9:30 am

The Art of Dissent

Artists and dissidents Ai Weiwei and Jacob
Appelbaum gathered in Beijing in 2015 to
collaborate on a project that explored state
secrets and surveillance. We will screen Laura
Poitras’ 9-minute documentary on the “Panda
to Panda” project and host a talkback.

abstract painting, prints, and photography;
assemblage and sculpture; and performance.
Ashley James, curator of the Brooklyn
Museum, and Hannah Traore, curator of
African Pop Studio, will discuss how the work
coming out of this era addressed the unjust
social conditions facing Black Americans,
while simultaneously presenting images of
uplift and empowerment.

Friday, August 2 at 5 pm

Art in the Time of Discontent
The role of museums has experienced a
seismic shift over the past two decades.
Institutions are increasingly being called
upon to serve as the place where society
confronts its most difficult issues. At the
same time, we need them to serve as places
of imagination, contemplation, and comfort.
Museums often present works that can coexist
on radically opposing sides of ideas and yet
invite reflection, discussion and inspiration.
Are museums a new paradigm for tolerance
and diplomacy or an endangered species
challenged by virtue of their founding
in the values of the encyclopedia? Julián
Zugazagoitia, director and CEO of the NelsonAtkins Museum, and Judith Goldstein,
founder and executive director of Humanity
in Action, will discuss the role of the museum
today.

Tuesday, August 6 at 9 am

Coffee & Conversation: Trump
and the Evangelicals
Frances FitzGerald, Pulitzer Prize-winning
author of Fire in the Lake and The Evangelicals:
The Struggle to Shape America, will talk about the
movement’s history and how it has influenced
today’s political climate. FitzGerald will be
joined by Jamie McKown, COA’s James Russell
Wiggins Chair in Government and Polity.

Tuesday, August 13 at 9 am
Thursday, August 1 at 5 pm

American Masterpieces: Singular
Expressions of American Genius
John Wilmerding, art historian, collector,
curator, and professor emeritus at Princeton
University, has been an original and sustained
scholarly voice in American art history for six
decades. Wilmerding will present a detailed
visual analysis of major American cultural
artifacts with insights not only into the art
and its creator, but also into the national
context at the time of its execution.

Friday, August 2 at 9:30 am

Soul of a Nation: Art in the
Time of Black Power

The period spanning 1963 to 1983 is marked
as one of the most politically, socially, and
aesthetically revolutionary times in American
history. Black artists across the country
worked in communities, in collectives, and
individually to create a range of art responsive
to the moment—including figurative and

Coffee & Conversation: Does Hamilton
Get Hamilton Right?
Historian Ralph Nurnberger will analyze the
accuracy of the musical, as well as how it deals
with past and contemporary issues.

Tuesday, August 20 at 9:00 am

Coffee & Conversation: Reintroducing
the Smithsonian Arts &
Industries Building
Helen Bechtel, curator at the Smithsonian,
will discuss her current work on an exhibition
that will re-open the Arts & Industries
Building and celebrate the 175th Anniversary
of the Smithsonian. Bechtel will be joined by
COA trustee Beth Gardiner.

Thursday, August 22 at 5:00 pm

Closing Reception: Americans
Who Tell the Truth
ETHEL H. BLUM GALLERY

Join artist Robert Shetterly for the closing
reception of the Blum’s summer show. The

exhibit will run from July 2 through August
31.

Tuesday, August 27 at 9:00 am

Coffee & Conversation: Legacy
Conservation
Conservationist Gil Butler will discuss
his efforts to establish outdoor education
programs and landscape-scale conservation
projects both here in Maine and other locales
throughout North and South America. Joining
Butler will be COA’s President Darron Collins
’92.

Saturday, September 14 at 5:00 pm

Share the Harvest Farm Dinner
BEECH HILL FARM

COA’s Beech Hill Farm is the setting for a fourcourse dinner catered by Havana Restaurant.
All proceeds benefit Share the Harvest, a COA
student-led program working to ensure that
fresh, organic, and local produce is more
accessible to low-income members of the MDI
community.

Tuesday, September 17 at 6:00 pm

Kippy Stroud Artist Residency Public
Lecture
THOMAS S. GATES, JR COMMUNITY
CENTER
Mary Reid Kelley and Patrick Kelley are the
inaugural artists of the Kippy Stroud Artist in
Residence Program at College of the Atlantic.
Join them for a presentation and discussion of
their work.

Events are subject to change. Go to coa.
edu/calendar for up-to-date information,
or call Lynn Boulger, dean of institutional
advancement, at 207-801-5620.
*These events are for members only. For more
information on becoming a member of the President’s Circle or The Champlain Society, please
call 207-801-5620.
George B. Dorr Museum of Natural History:
Tuesday–Saturday, 10 am–5 pm
Campus tours (leaving from Admissions):
Monday through Friday, 10 am and 2 pm
Parking on Campus: All parking on campus
is by permit only for the summer of 2019.
Please contact Wes Norton at 207-801-5627
or wnorton@coa.edu to obtain a permit. You
can pick up a permit when you arrive on
campus at the Dorr Museum or at the Development Office in Turrets.
Ethel H. Blum Gallery:
Americans Who Tell the Truth, July 2–August 31
Portraits and narratives by Robert Shetterly
Tuesday, 10 am–4 pm
Wednesday—Saturday, 11 am–4 pm
Additional times by appointment:
207-801-5627

