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AD1016    World Percussion Bennett, Michael

This is a "hands on" class for learning and performing conga, snare drum, drum set, hand percussion techniques, focusing on the 
role of percussion in European, Latin American, African, and American music.  In addition to enjoying themselves and having a 
better understanding of the world of percussion, students master rhythmic notation, counting and subdivision, time signature, and 
reading percussion music.  Requirements include: test on notation, composition of a percussion ensemble solo that will be 
performed by the group, and a paper on a percussion topic of student's choice with approval of the instructor.

Level:  Introductory.  Prerequisites: None. Class limit: 12.  Lab fee: None. Meets the following degree requirements: ADS.

AD1075    Graphic Design Studio 1/ Visual Communication Pike, Ross

Visual communication is one of the most pervasive means of communication between humans. Graphic design, in the realm of 
visual communication, is a process used to effectively convey ideas and information visually through print, electronic media, 
products in the marketplace, and structural elements in the built environment. Its application may be promotional, editorial, 
informational,
expositional or investigational. It may cater to, or critique, - commercialism, colonialism,
capitalism, and advertising – or alternately be used to organize information and visualize complex data, or concepts. Is it possible 
to construct a visual message that will be received through the din and noise of our overstuffed media environment? Past other 
competing messages? What are some of the contemporary issues surrounding design and the roles and responsibilities of graphic 
designers in the workplace and in their communities?

In this introductory level studio course, you will become familiar with visual rhetoric and the basic elements, principles, and 
processes of graphic design that will help you to construct effective visual messages. You will work on a variety of conceptual 
visual communication projects in the realms of information design, editorial design, and promotional design. Lectures, 
demonstrations, assignments, critiques, historical teachings, and visiting professionals will offer a balanced framework for 
developing skills in creative perception, critical thinking and visual  communication. An emphasis is placed on these elements 
and evaluation will be weighted more heavily in these areas than technical expertise on the computer. However, you will be 
required to learn the basics of several computer graphic applications (Adobe Photoshop, Adobe Illustrator, and Figma) in order to 
complete coursework. You will receive basic instruction in these programs in class, but will be expected to attend scheduled lab 
times, and refer to online resources and guide books for specific tools and techniques that may be required to visualize your ideas. 
Tutorial times outside of class will be provided periodically throughout the term for additional technical instruction.

Level: Introductory. Prerequisites: None.  Class limit: 14. Lab fee: $85.  Meets the following degree requirements: None.

AD1076    The Stitched Mark: Contemporary Embroidery Lyon, Heather

In this course we will explore embroidery, the stitched mark, as a drawing tool. Focus will be on individual expressive mark 
making and content building. Basic embroidery stitches will be taught and no experience is necessary. Embroidery can be loose 
and fast or a slow precise process. We will use cotton embroidery floss and yarn to stitch onto up-cycled or surplus and salvaged 
fabric creating meaning through image, surface, texture, form, and narrative. Fabric as an embroidery surface is pliable and easily 
transformed into dimensional forms allowing our work to move into the realms of sculpture and installation. Students will be 
encouraged to develop their own stitched visual language culminating in a final project. We will look at the work of 
contemporary artists using embroidery as part of their practice as well makers in an art/craft historical context. Stitch making as 
creative meaning making spans all cultures and times. Students will be evaluated based on class participation, in class 
assignments, out of class assignments, and a final project.

Level: Introductory. Prerequisites: None.  Class limit: 12. Lab fee: $25.  Meets the following degree requirements: None.

AD2045    Water, Design, and Environmental Futures Muller, Brook

This course investigates an ecological design approach that centers on water and water systems as a means of achieving 
community development goals in an equitable and environmentally responsive manner. Participants will investigate 
contemporary water challenges facing communities (the combination of which varies from location to location): scarcity, poor 
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water quality, downstream ecological impacts associated with processes of urbanization, climate change and sea level rise, and 
others. We will examine and reframe these challenges through the lens of the “hydro-social,” a term geographers use to describe 
how cultural perspectives shape our relationships to water (in other words, water is more than simply H2O). Through use of case 
study project examples, we will explore how combinations of age-old (premodern and vernacular) water systems design 
strategies and cutting-edge approaches can lead to projects of greater resilience, ecological responsiveness, beauty, and civic 
identity than more conventional, engineered, “end-of-pipe” solutions. We will lastly explore how these strategies might apply to a 
case study watershed that we will investigate in the last portion of the class. The course does not require previous experience in 
design; rather it is intended to engender greater awareness of how systems-based design thinking can allow us to address 
contemporary hydro-social challenges holistically. Evaluations will be based on participation and sustained engagement with 
course content; responses to this material in the form of short, illustrated essays that combine written narratives with simple 
diagrams, photographs, and sketches; analysis of case study projects through a framework we will introduce in the first part of the 
class; and a “final synthesis” assignment that involves speculating about the application of strategies and approaches discussed 
throughout the class to the case study watershed.

Level: Introductory/Intermediate. Prerequisites: None.  Class limit: 16.  Lab fee: None.  Meets the following degree requirements: 
AD.

AD2046    The Contemporary Landscape in Photography Winer, Joshua

This course examines the techniques and expressive possibilities of photographing “natural” landscapes, the built environment, 
and the intersection of the two subjects. Using historic makers for inspiration some slide lectures will be included, but each 
student will be expected to do some research on their own to find inspiration from other artists. Being inclusive of various 
aesthetics, we’ll explore differing expressions of beauty and students will be expected to engage ways of working outside their 
own comfort zone. Readings by Rebecca Solnit, Lucy Lippard, Frank Gohlke, Deborah Bright, Robert Adams, Richard Misrach, 
John Stilgoe, Bill McKibben, and Geoffrey Batchen, among others, will inform our discussions. Weekly shooting assignments, 
and readings will be expected prior to mid term. After mid term, you will work toward one final project that explores your own 
personal expressive choices based on your interests and affinities. These final projects will be displayed publicly, if possible, 
during week ten. Some prior experience with Adobe Lightroom Classic or Photoshop is highly recommended. Students will be 
evaluated on the completion of weekly and final projects, and participation in discussions and critiques; pass/fail grade 
encouraged.

Level: Introductory/Intermediate. Prerequisites: AD1026 Introduction to Photography. Class limit: 12.  Lab fee: $100.  Meets the 
following degree requirements: ADS

AD3086    Intermediate Drawing Sebastian, Neeraj

This is a studio course which builds on foundational drawing skills. Students will work with dry and wet media; there will be an 
emphasis on composition; and students will be asked to synthesize different kinds of spaces in single pieces. The assignments in 
the beginning of the term are designed to reiterate foundational drawing skills such as sighting and measuring and articulating a 
broad range of values in charcoal. Students will then work with ink and consider different ways of representing three-dimensional 
forms and spaces on paper and work at a large scale. The last part of the term will focus on color: students will work with pastels. 
We will work with a model and draw the figure in charcoal and in color. The translation of light and shadow and the integration 
of the figure into the environment will be emphasized. Evaluation will be based on the completion of exercises and assignments 
in a way that demonstrates an understanding of the concepts and ideas introduced in the class, engagement with course materials, 
participation in discussions and critiques, and the ability to respond to feedback in one’s work.

Level: Intermediate. Prerequisites: Previous drawing experience.  Class limit: 12.  Lab fee: $115.  Meets the following degree 
requirements: ADS.

AD3087    Dance Improvisation Ensemble Robbins, Dani

In this intermediate-level dance course, we will work as an ensemble of movers to build improvisational scores, deepen our sense 
of listening, and think critically about improvisation as a practice of choice-making, communication, and resilience. Each class 
session will take the form of an ensemble rehearsal, beginning with a gentle warm-up that drops dancers into their sensory 
awareness. Once we are prepared to move safely, we will experiment with scores and prompts that generate movement and 
debrief our experiences through writing, drawing, and discussion. Opportunities will be provided to explore more specific 
microcosms of dance improvisation including musical collaborations, Contact Improvisation, and Emergent Improvisation. Short 
readings and video screenings will complement our embodied learning. We will develop an evening-length performance as our 
final project, to be performed on campus and at local schools. Students will be assessed based on attendance, participation in 
discussions, presence in rehearsals, and participation in our final performance. 
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Level: Intermediate. Prerequisites: Prior theater and/or dance coursework is strongly encourage but not required.  Class limit: 10.  
Lab fee: $30.  Meets the following degree requirements: None.

AD4023    Advanced Documentary Studio Shaw, Matthew

In this advanced workshop students create an original documentary project in video (or photography, sound, or web-based 
formats with permission of instructor). Creative originality will be stressed with exercises focused on bringing students through 
the process of creating an independent documentary from grant writing to distribution. Weekly screenings of work by 
contemporary and vanguard filmmakers will stress artistic experimentation as well as encourage various ways of seeing and 
listening. Students will refine skills in research, fieldwork, collaboration, interviewing, recording, editing, and production 
management. Evaluation will be based on the creation of one documentary piece completed over the term, with supporting 
production assignments. The class culminates with a public screening of students’ work.

Level: Intermediate/Advanced. Prerequisites: Previous coursework with the instructor or other filmmaking, photography, and 
audio courses at the college level. Class limit: 10. Lab fee: $50. Meets the following degree requirements: None.

AD4047    Design Research Studio: Campus Paths Muller, Brook

Participants in this studio course will examine the CoA campus path system from the standpoint of mobility, access, and 
landscape narrative. We will examine the path system as it exists as a physical artifact and the access and safety challenges 
associated with it (abrupt grade changes, inadequate lighting, etc.). We will also conduct research to uncover stories about the 
landscape history and landscape spaces on campus that might be curated to tell a rich story about this unique place, how it 
transformed over time, the ecology and biotic communities that are present, and some of the forces that might affect its future 
(climate change for example). Student teams will be led through a process to develop visions for the future of the campus path 
system, building on what already exists, and that synthesize technical parameters (associated with improved access through 
regrading for example) and qualitative and experiential dimensions of the path network experience. The goal will be to utilize 
these design visions to inform a campus-wide conversation as to what a better functioning, more equitable and more indelibly 
memorable campus path system could look like and be achieved. Given the focus on design and emphasis on an iterative process 
that will entail making drawings of paths and landscape features, the class is best suited for students with artistic/graphic 
backgrounds including drawing experience. Evaluations will be based on participation and sustained engagement with course 
content, responses to this material in the form of short, illustrated essays that combines notes and simple diagrams, photographs, 
and sketches, and commitment to an iterative process centering on use of drawings to convey information about existing spatial 
conditions and to project what these path spaces might look like in the future.

Level: Intermediate/Advanced. Prerequisites: None.  Class limit: 12.  Lab fee: $100.  Meets the following degree requirements: 
ADS.

ES1088    Glaciers and the Landscape Braddock, Scott

Glaciers are rapidly retreating around the planet and predicted to continue this trend in the coming centuries. The decline of the 
world’s ice sheets and mountain glaciers will impact sea level, infrastructure, and fresh-water resources for communities around 
the world. To put current changes into a long-term geologic context, students will learn the processes, landforms, and impact of 
glaciers on the Earth's surface as the planet has cycled through ice ages. This course is designed to provide students with a solid 
understanding of the dynamic interactions between ice, climate, landscapes, and humans over varying spatial and temporal scales. 
In addition, we will cover the basics of glaciology and the physics that influence the structure, size, and movement of ice. 
Through class discussions and assigned problem sets, students will reinforce the content covered in lectures. In addition, this 
course will give students hands-on experience with tools and methods commonly used to study glaciers and ice sheets (such as: 
ground-penetrating radar, LiDAR, rock sampling for cosmogenic analysis). This course will have various field trips during class 
time on Mount Desert Island to explore how an ice sheet shaped the region’s landscape during the Last Glacial Maximum. 
Students will be evaluated on weekly problem sets and readings and a final project and presentation related to this history of 
glaciation in Maine.

Level: Introductory. Prerequisites: None. Class limit: 14. Lab fee: $50. Meets the following degree requirements: ES.

ES2048    Linear Algebra Feldman, David

Linear algebra is a foundational area of mathematics, finding widespread application in statistics, machine learning, economics, 
physics, and across the sciences. The starting point for this course is to consider basic properties of matrices and techniques for 
solving systems of linear equations. Abstracting and formalizing the process of solving linear equations leads us to the notion of a 
vector space and related ideas, such as linear independence, dimension, and basis. The course then turns to further properties of 
matrices and vector spaces, including determinants, eigenvalues and eigenvectors, and linear transformations. As time permits, 
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we will study various applications of linear algebra, such as image compression, dynamical systems (with a focus on ecological 
applications), Markov chains, and Google's PageRank algorithm. Students who successfully complete this course will gain a solid 
introduction to the calculational techniques and key constructions and ideas of linear algebra that will prepare them for further 
work in the sciences and mathematics. Additionally, students will gain experience working at a level of generality and abstraction 
above that encountered in a typical introductory calculus sequence. Evaluation will be based on weekly problem sets. Students 
who enroll in this course should have successfully completed a high-school-level algebra class and be motivated to explore a 
powerful and broadly-used branch of mathematics that for most has a very different feel than the functions-precalculus-calculus 
sequence. Calculus is not a prerequisite for this class.

Level: Introductory/Intermediate. Prerequisites: Highschool level algebra class. Class limit: None.  Lab fee: None.  Meets the 
following degree requirements: QR.

ES3102    Earth Systems Braddock, Scott

This course examines the physical and chemical interactions among the primary systems operating at the Earth’s surface 
(atmosphere, hydrosphere, cryosphere, biosphere, and geosphere) on various timescales throughout geologic history. In addition, 
with the rise of modern human civilization and its immense impact on Earth’s systems, we will discuss the Anthrosphere. We will 
consider internal and external forces that have shaped environmental evolution, including the role of humans in recent 
geochemical and climatic changes. In this course, we explore the questions: How does modern climate change compare with 
Earth’s climate variability in deep time? How are the behaviors of Earth’s spheres intertwined? During lecture and laboratory 
sessions, the goal is to use critical thinking skills to develop a scientific understanding of the complicated array of feedback 
systems operating at the Earth’s surface and the impacts these have on climate and people. Students will culminate the term with 
a project that addresses a scientific question or concern that involves at least three of Earth’s spheres with the goal of synthesizing 
the course material and developing science communication skills. The course will include field trips during class hours and 
potentially one weekend field trip.

Evaluation will be centered on class participation with an emphasis on small break-out group work, weekly reading and writing 
exercises, and a final project and report to be presented to the class.

Level: Intermediate. Prerequisites: A past course in Earth Science or Environmental Science will be useful for this course but not 
required. Please reach out to the instructor if you have any questions about the relevant background for this class. .  Class limit: 
16.  Lab fee: none. Meets the following degree requirements: ES.

ES3103    Community-Engaged Data Science Baker, Laurie

Real-world applications of data science can serve the public good and help students develop transferable skills. In this project-
based course students will work collaboratively with community partners to collect, visualize, analyze, and communicate data for 
a term-long data science project. The projects identified by community partners may have long histories or be in their infancy and 
each will have different data needs and goals.

This course emphasizes putting knowledge into practice, including going beyond individual fields of study to solve real world 
problems and understand community partner needs. Students will build skills in project management, using agile methodologies 
and frequent meetings with community partners designed to foster co-development and iterative and incremental project delivery. 
Students will also develop and improve their communication of data analysis projects and build skills in reproducible analysis 
and collaboration using modern programming tools and techniques. In addition to developing their statistical and programming 
skills, students will build qualities valued by employers, such as teamwork, reproducible analysis, effective communication, 
independent thinking, and problem solving. 

This course is intended to appeal to a wide range of students and create an opportunity for students to do collaborative and 
advanced project work. Through the course, students will be exposed to a range of scientific ways of knowing and doing, helping 
students to cultivate an interdisciplinary perspective on what data science can do. Evaluation will be based on contributions to the 
process and final product of their team’s term-long community project, participation in skills workshops, and progress on their 
personal development plan.

Level: Intermediate Prerequisites: ES1085 Data Science I: Visualization.  Class limit: 16.  Lab fee: None.  Meets the following 
degree requirements: QR.

HS1091    Introduction to Feminist Therapy: Practices and Principles Gagnon da Silva, Pamela

Feminist Therapy is focused on empowerment through self-awareness and self-assertion as shaped by an understanding of the 
larger social and political constructs that influence our thoughts and behaviors. In practice the application of feminist therapy 
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synthesizes tenets of gender-based psychology, psychosocial theories of lifespan development, multicultural analysis, and applied 
social change activism with the objective of self evolution in relation to personal, social, political, and cultural exchanges.
This course offers an overview of the origins and applications of feminist therapy as a conceptual framework developed in 
response to androcentric therapies. We will begin by acknowledging the forerunners of feminist therapy such as Karen Horney 
and Leta Stetter Hollingworth. We will continue studying the contributions of contemporary feminist therapists such as Ellyn 
Kaschak, Lenore E. Walker, Jean Baker Miller, and Laura Brown, including prominent contributions by women of color in 
clinical psychology such as the work of Ruth Winifred Howard and Ellen Kitch Childs, and those who are currently pioneering 
the development of women’s psychology in other countries such as Vindhya Undurti. We will explore the core principles of 
feminist therapy, and the influences and implications of power and gender biases at play in clinical practice throughout 
assessment, diagnosis, and treatment. Students will have the opportunity to learn about feminist therapeutic techniques.
The objective of the course is to aid students in developing a functional knowledge of feminist therapy and its various clinical 
applications. Students who have a desire to pursue psychotherapy and social work are encouraged to consider this course as a 
means of understanding the benefit of feminist therapy in the development of egalitarian therapeutic relationships.
The class format includes lectures, roleplays, media presentations, interviews with guest speakers, group work, and discussions. 
Opportunities will be provided for students to reflect upon experiences, to practice skills, and apply learning through a 
community project.
Students will be evaluated on their critical thinking, analysis, and synthesis of the course goals and objectives as demonstrated by 
participation in class activities, responsiveness to required and suggested readings as evidenced by successful completion of 
course assignments and active participation in lecture generated discussion.

Level: Introductory. Prerequisites: Introductory Psychology and/or courses in Feminist Theory. Class Limit: 12. Lab Fee: None. 
Meets the following degree requirements: None.

HS1094    Public Speaking Workshop Rand, Kendra

Consider all the ways that public speaking could be a part of your academic and professional paths: presenting your research, 
sitting on a webinar panel, speaking up at ACM, advocating for an urgent cause or policy, preparing your senior project 
presentation, delivering a formal address at a special occasion, or even deciding to perform spoken word at an open-mic. This 
course will prepare you to thoughtfully analyze your audience, research and organize relevant information, and deliver the 
critically important, well-prepared presentation that you’re capable of.  Along the way we will be guided by, and critically 
analyze, three varied and sometimes contradictory premises: that it’s imperative to master the art of formal, standard 
presentation/speech delivery, that it’s equally important to respect and refine your own unique, authentic voice and speech 
communication style, and that important change happens when we both listen carefully and speak up loudly.  This class will be 
conducted as a workshop with an emphasis on students producing increasingly advanced speeches for public performance and/or 
consumption. Students will complete three graded, “formal” presentations  while also considering additional creative approaches 
and formats for  public communication.  Students will work with a variety of short texts and videos to generate new ideas and 
helpful public speaking habits.  The real benefits of this course come from the positive, supportive, environment in which 
students can practice new public speaking skills and learn from each other.  This class emphasizes a fun, dynamic, “hands-on” 
approach to constructing speeches.  Students who feel that they are less proficient in the area of public communication should not 
be worried that this would somehow disadvantage them in terms of their overall evaluation.  All students, regardless of their 
levels of comfort, experience, or and English-proficiency are encouraged to consider this course.  This workshop is designed to 
help you improve your public presentation skills regardless of whether you are a complete novice to public speaking, or already 
have many years of practice. Your final evaluation for the course will be based on your engagement with the process, not on 
some objective standard of who gave the best speeches. 

Level: Introductory.  Prerequisites: None.  Class limit: 14.  Lab fee: None. Meets the following degree requirements: None.

HS1112    EcoPsychology for Healing, Health, and Resilience Kiley, Dennis

We live in times of pervasive suffering; this includes our climate crisis, social divides, and growing mental health crises. People 
are looking for understanding and solutions. Such instructive guidance can be found in the field of ecopsychology. Integrating 
timeless lessons from our planet with the contemporary knowledge of psychology provides pathways we need for healing, 
resilience and healthy solutions. The benefits apply individually, collectively and ecologically.

This class will provide students with an introduction to three interdependent fields: climate psychology, ecotherapy and 
psychological biomimicry. Within these frameworks, participants will explore empirically proven ecopsychological principles, 
perspectives and practices with broad applicability. This exploration will provide foundations for understanding the psychological 
roots of many human struggles, as well as strategies for meaningful, systemic change. As part of this interdisciplinary course, 
students will explore related fields of systems theory, mental health, nature therapy, forest bathing, communications and 
leadership.
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The curriculum each week will include experiential activities, readings, personal reflections and discussion. Students will be 
encouraged to explore multiple ways of learning and knowing, including diverse applications of course material. Furthermore, 
each participant will have a turn to develop and facilitate group learning inquiries based on readings and course subject matter. 
Evaluations will be based on attendance, class participation, reading responses, comprehension of the material and a final project 
of their choosing.

Level: Introductory. Prerequisites: None.  Class limit: 15.  Lab fee: None.  Meets the following degree requirements: None.

HS1113    Queer Archives: People & Processing                                               MacGregor, Megan and Piekut, Jill 
Where do we get our history from, and who gets to tell it? In this course, we will be examining this question through LGBTQIA+ 

history and the practices that ensure its preservation.

Students will use primary and secondary sources about local and national Queer history to explore the interdisciplinary fields of 
archives, public history, and memory work and develop new knowledge of Queer history through community-based projects.

Students will reflect upon readings, engage with primary source materials, and practice hands-on technical skills such as archival 
appraisal, arrangement, description, and documentation. Students will have the opportunity to engage with members of the 
surrounding community and visit the LGBTQ+ Collection at the Jean Byers Sampson Center for Diversity in Maine at University 
of Southern Maine. The course culminates with a self-designed public facing project, geared towards, and available to the general 
public, that synthesizes technical skills, historical knowledge, and research methods into new knowledge.

Evaluation will be based on class participation, responses to assigned readings, and projects.

Level: Introductory. Prerequisites: None. Class limit: 15.  Lab fee: $20. Meets the following degree requirements: None.

Taneja, PalakHS1114    College Seminar: Murder, Mystery, Mayhem: Women in Crime 
The Monster is real, and it’s calling.

-Michelle Mcnamara

Grew up reading Nancy Drew and Miss Marple? Can’t let a day go by without listening to a murder mystery podcast like Serial 
or My Favorite Murder? Love binge-watching shows like Killing Eve and Big Little Lies? Consider watching true crime 
documentaries your hobby? Then this is the class for you.

This college seminar will allow you to delve into the world of murder, mysteries, and the mayhem caused by these through a 
woman’s eyes. Be it a woman sleuth, a femme fatale, or a damsel in distress, women have been inextricably related to the world 
of crime. It is no wonder that they make up almost 75% of the listeners of true-crime podcasts and 80% of CrimeCon attendees 
(Times.com). We will study this phenomenon by paying close attention to not only literary genres like novels, short stories, and 
non-fiction writing but also non-literary (and multimodal) genres that include pop-culture favorites like TV shows, 
documentaries, and podcasts, some of which are mentioned above. Other works that we might consider are Sharp Objects 
(fiction), Dial A for Aunties (fiction), I’ll be Gone in the Dark (non-fiction), Mommy Dead and Dearest (documentary), and The 
Keepers (documentary).

Since this class also meets the writing requirement, part of your focus will be understanding writing as a dynamic literate activity 
by composing varied works. For example, you’ll write short reflection posts responding to questions like “Why women kill”?, 
opinion or review pieces that could appear in The New York Times, conduct interviews, and work on a term-long genre evolution 
project. All these are different genres and might target a specific audience: me, online readers, fans, or your peers. You will be 
evaluated on class participation, written work, and a final project.

Students will be evaluated on class participation, written work, and a final project. Lots of attention to be paid to peer review and 
revision as well.

Level: Introductory. Prerequisites: None. Class limit: 12.  Lab fee: None.  Meets the following degree requirements: HS, W.

HS2121    Writing as Art, Craft, and Social Action Donovan, Martha

We write to discover what awes us, what questions we most need to ask, what conversations we hope to join, what causes we are 
drawn to support, what convictions we want to voice, and what ways we can write the world anew. Writing is both an art and a 
social action that can change us and our audiences. That is the province of this course.
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We will read and analyze various forms of writing (genres) on a broad range of social and policy issues, such as the value of 
wonder, the importance of antiracist work, the need for accessibility policies on college campuses, and other issues. We will 
consider the craft, context, audience, purpose, and possibilities of these texts as guides for our own writing. We will focus on the 
possibilities of the written and spoken word; the power of our distinct and unique voices; the importance of taking risks in our 
thinking and writing; the messiness, urgency, and necessity of the writing process; and the value of intellectual inquiry and the 
seamless integration and documentation of researched material. 

Students will address current issues of pressing concern and personal relevance in their own writing in three different selected 
genres (e.g., reflective essay, commentary, letter to editor, Commencement speech, testimony, proposal, open letter, personal 
statement, etc.). Students will examine and develop strategies for writing with curiosity, clarity, complexity, creativity, courage, 
and compassion as they invite their audience to consider their ideas and invitations/calls to action. Students will write about 
issues that matter to them, ones of interest to a local (Mount Desert Island or home town), state (Maine or home state), and/or 
national audience.

Classwork will include various analytical, generative, and collaborative exercises designed to help with matters of language, 
craft, technique, and rhetorical awareness. Students will write for a public audience and participate in active engagement with 
each other’s work.

Authors (representing a range of genres and topics) will likely include Annie Dillard, Rachel Carson, Barry Lopez, David Whyte, 
Margaret Renkl, Toni Morrison, Martin Luther King Jr., Terry Tempest Williams, and others. Students will also select a longer 
text to read from a list of authors that may include Jonathan Safran Foer, Susan Cain, Felicia Rose Chavez, Claudia Rankine, and 
others.

Students will be evaluated on class participation, written assignments, writing process, and presentations. 

Level: Introductory/Intermediate. Prerequisites: None.  Class limit: 12.  Lab fee: None.  Meets the following degree requirements: 
W.

HS2122    Structuralism: Resistance, Change, Politics van Vliet, Netta

How do your actions impact the structures and conditions within which you exist? How do these structures impact you? How are 
they made? Where do you locate yourself within the structures of which you are part? With whom are you in relation? How can 
we think about the idea of “agency” in conditions made by economic, political, material and social forces beyond our control? 
What is structural change? This course examines questions about change, resistance to change, choice, power, responsibility, 
politics and difference through an introduction to structural and post-structural thought. Structuralism and post-structuralism are 
modes of thinking that posit that the parts of a structure (e.g. of a society, of a text, of an institution) are made through their 
relations in that structure. This course will draw on structural and post-structural work in anthropology, literature, science and 
technology studies (STS), in postcolonial, gender and feminist studies, as well as in deconstruction and psychoanalysis, to 
investigate the significance of structures of kinship, economy, and language, as well as of institutions such as the school, the 
military, the state and the corporation. Students will be asked to consider the relation between individual and group, material, 
economic, racialized and gendered conditions of existence, and notions of agency, responsibility, the individual and the human. 
In addition to seminar discussions of texts and short writing assignments, students will select a structure within which they are 
located through which to investigate the central questions of the course. Authors we read will likely include Louis Althusser, 
Emily Apter, Tarek El-Ariss, Charisse Burden-Stelly, Judith Butler, Jacques Derrida, Emile Durkheim, Frantz Fanon, Michel 
Foucault, Sigmund Freud, Stuart Hall, Donna Haraway, Ranjana Khanna, Claude Levi-Strauss, Karl Marx, Edward Said, 
Ferdinand de Saussure, Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, and Anna Tsing. Films and television series we watch may include The 
Matrix, Blade Runner, Madam Secretary (selection) and Poor Things. Students will be evaluated based on class participation, 
reading responses and individual and small group assignments.

Level: Introductory/Intermediate. Prerequisites: None.  Class limit: 12.  Lab fee: None.  Meets the following degree requirements: 
HS.

HS2123    Our Life with Words: Philosophies of Language Jacoby, Franklin R

What is language? What is the relationship between language and thought? Between language and experience? What is meaning? 
These are some of the central questions of the philosophy of language. They are fundamental not only to large portions to modern 
philosophy, but also linguistics, computer science and other fields. This course will explore some of the key theories and 
criticisms that philosophers have developed in answer to these questions about our life with words.
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In this course, we will take a historical approach and work our way to the present, exploring classic theories of meaning and 
language from the early modern period and early analytic philosophers, such as Mill, Frege, Russell, Wittgenstein, and others. 
Then we will examine criticisms that philosophers have raised over the years, both from texts in the analytic tradition as well as 
other positions from, for example, ordinary language philosophy, continental approaches. Students will acquire an understanding 
of those central problems in the philosophy of language; they will also develop philosophical skills in analysing texts, articulating 
arguments, and presenting complex philosophical material through writing and oral presentations. Introductory/Intermediate.

Level: Introductory/Intermediate. Prerequisites: None.  Class limit: 15.  Lab fee: None.  Meets the following degree requirements: 
None.

HS3069    Genocide, Resistance, Response and Reconciliation Wessler, Stephen L

Students will explore the differences and similarities between genocides and ethnic cleansings; why people join resistance 
groups; why other countries intervene or fail to intervene to stop genocide; and whether post genocide reconciliation is effective. 
The course will focus on several genocides or ethnic cleansings from different parts of the globe: for example, toward American 
Indians in the US, Chinese in Nanking, Jews, Roma and others during the Holocaust, Muslims in Bosnia & Herzegovina and 
Tutsi people (and a smaller number of Hutus) in Rwanda. Students will be evaluated based on short written responses to readings, 
in class discussion, two papers and a final project. The final project will explore the topics in the course through fiction, poetry, 
art, film, advocacy, interviews or other forms of expression. The course readings will be a mix of scholarly writing about 
genocide, first person accounts and perhaps some fiction and poetry. We will also watch and discuss videos. Class sessions will 
involve discussions with all of us together and also in small group discussions between students. The focus on both resistance and 
reconciliation are important in their own right but also will provide the students and me with the opportunity to temper the highly 
disturbing material on genocide by focusing on the remarkable courage of individuals both during and after genocide has run its 
course.

Level: Intermediate.  Prerequisites: None.  Class limit: 15.  Lab fee: $20. Meets the following degree requirement: HS.

HS3118    Communicating Science Rock, Jennifer

This course is designed for science students developing their professional communication  skills. It will improve the students' 
writing ability by introducing them to writing for the scientific community and for the lay public. The course involves 
understanding the protocols for writing a scientific paper based on lab or field data, including learning to write an abstract and 
literature review. Students will also learn and apply visual and oral communication skills to construct and present a scientific 
poster. In addition to working with the instructor and in-class peer reviews, students will work on the content of their writing and 
grammar with writing tutors. Permission of instructor required.

Level: Intermediate. Prerequisite: None. Class Limit: 12. Lab fee: None. Meets the following degree requirements: W.

HS3120    Audio Journalism: Reporting, Producing, Storytelling Breslow, Peter

This will be a "soup to nuts" course in audio journalism geared towards the beginner. In this class we will detail: how to record 
and edit audio; interviewing techniques; writing for broadcast; how to voice a script—all leading to the creation of an NPR style 
piece. This is very much a journalism class. Through a series of ever more challenging assignments – both individual and with a 
partner; in class and out – students will not only acquire the expertise to produce a compelling radio piece, but come to 
understand the ethics of audio journalism. The format for the course will be a hands-on workshop with a heavy workload of 
reporting assignments that we will critique together in review sessions. A significant amount of a student's  time outside of class 
will be dedicated to reporting stories, editing audio and writing scripts followed by individual edit sessions with the instructor. 
We will also be hearing from a number of noted journalists who will Zoom into the class on a broad range of topics. Students will 
be evaluated on their timely completion of assignments, overall improvement, their constructive engagement with group critique 
sessions and Zoom guest speakers, and their follow-up on edit suggestions from the instructor. This class is open to all students 
interested in journalism and audio production. There are no prerequisites, though prior experience in journalism, narrative writing 
or audio recording and production is helpful. 

Level: Intermediate. Prerequisites: None. Class limit: 10. Lab fee: None. Meets the following degree requirements: None.

HS3123    Research for change: Writing, language, social (in)justice Khor, Su Yin

We face many day-to-day issues, such as climate change, discrimination, economic challenges, and an increase in disinformation. 
To solve these problems, we typically address flawed policies and practices. However, what is often overlooked is the role that 
writing and language play in maintaining—but also transforming—these structures. How do writing and language intersect with 
social (in)justice? And why does this matter to us as we try to solve social issues?
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In this class, we will examine how social issues intersect with writing and you will develop an understanding of the role of 
language and discourse in social life. Topics include—but are not limited to— language and discrimination, language and gender, 
and diversity in language. To learn more about different social issues, we will conduct research, analyze discourse, and engage 
critically with information. While information is readily available, there has also been a significant growth in disinformation. 
How and where can we find trustworthy information about a social issue in an ocean of (dis)information? This course will help 
you refine your research practices and you will learn how to navigate and evaluate information.

For this course, a basic understanding of citation practices, how to navigate style guides, and an interest in analyzing discourse 
will be beneficial. Class activities are discussion-based and guided by readings on topics related to linguistics and discourse. You 
will participate in hands-on activities to sharpen your research skills and ability to locate and evaluate information. You will also 
be introduced to the basics of discourse analysis. Assignments are based on research on a social issue that matters to you. In-class 
activities and assignments are used to assess your learning, research practices, and understanding of the role that writing and 
language play in maintaining social (in)justice.

Level: Intermediate. Prerequisites: None.  Class limit: 12.  Lab fee: None.  Meets the following degree requirements: HS, W.

MD1030    Zoological Field Sketching Graham, Carrie

The ability to make careful observations and record them through sketches is an invaluable tool for artists, scientists, and other 
curious and creative people. Maintaining a sketchbook can be both a professionally useful and personally rewarding practice. 
This multidisciplinary course will encourage students to develop a regular sketchbook practice using animals as the focus of 
study. It is intended for any student who wishes to improve their sketching and observational skills, gain an understanding of 
animal anatomy, and learn about local animal life. Students will draw from museum specimens, taxidermy mounts, and live 
animals using a variety of media and techniques suitable for field sketching. Class will take place in the Dorr Museum and at field 
sites within Acadia National Park and Hancock County.

This course will meet for two three hour sessions per week. The first session will include a lesson about a particular animal taxon, 
followed by sketching exercises using museum specimens and mounts as references. In the second session, students will draw 
from live animals in the field. Students will also spend approximately nine hours per week outside of class on additional field 
sketching assignments, readings, and research.

Evaluations will emphasize participation and student growth rather than artistic ability. Our focus will be on practice and learning 
to effectively record observations, not on creating polished illustrations. Prior experience with drawing is not required.

Level: Introductory. Prerequisites: None.  Class limit: 15.  Lab fee: $70. Meets the following degree requirements: None.

MD1034    Wood, Stone, and Steel: Building to Learn Thomas , Steve

Experiential learning is the fundamental process of learning by doing. Educators and theorists have championed hands-on 
experiences to better understand techniques, to improve adaptive/creative learning, and to foster passion and a deeper 
understanding material. This course will focus on the built environment and learning through a hands-on practicum with three of 
the most fundamental building materials used in the world: wood, stone and steel.
Borrowing from the “farm-to-fork” concept familiar in food systems studies – this class will be based on a “field, fabrication, and 
function” format. Students will harvest, process, and build with locally sourced materials. This class is structured so teams of 
students design and fabricate outdoor benches made from live edge slabs placed on local granite or cedar legs. Along the way 
they will explore concepts of experiential learning, biophilia, eco/structural design, community engagement, collaborative 
learning, sustainable building practices, tool use, and safe building techniques.

Students will learn through readings, research, and, of course, hands-on work. Students will be assessed on a combination of 
short research projects, group discussions, class participation, reflective journaling, and final product assessment.

Level: Introductory. Prerequisites: None.  Class limit: 12.  Lab fee: $40.  Meets the following degree requirements: None.
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